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Poroaki Merritt-McDonald
Actor

Ethnicity: Māori European

Iwi: Ngāti Ranginui, Ngāiterangi, Ngāti Pūkenga, Ngāti
Kauwhata, Rangitāne, Ngā Rauru

Height: 5' 8" / 175cm
Eye Colour: Brown
Hair Colour: Brown
Location: Auckland
Age: 23
Social:

      

  Background
Poroaki Merritt-McDonald is a New Zealand actor represented by TMH Management
and CSM Management (Australia). Of Māori heritage, he is recognised for his work
across feature films, television and international productions, with credits
including Muru, Savage, Kairākau, The Gone and Big Girls Don't Cry.

Poroaki first gained industry recognition for his performance in My Brother Mitchell,
launching a career that has seen him work on some of New Zealand's most acclaimed
screen productions. His performances in Muru and Savage established him as one of
the country's most exciting young actors, while The Gone introduced his work to
international audiences through Acorn TV and Prime Video.

His performance in Big Girls Don't Cry has also received critical praise:

"Poroaki Merritt-McDonald is perfectly cast... I liked Merritt-McDonald's extremely on-
point and vulnerable performance..." — Film-Book.com

Beyond acting, Poroaki served as the New Zealand Youth Ambassador for FestPAC
2024, championing indigenous storytelling and Pacific representation.

As his body of work continues to grow across New Zealand and international
productions, Poroaki is establishing himself as one of the country's leading young
screen actors.

Representation

TMH Management (New Zealand)
CSM Management (Australia)

https://www.instagram.com/poroaki_mcz
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm9206417/


  Resume

AWARDS
2014: Kapa Haka - Won best leader for Kapa Haka Group - Regionals

FEATURE FILM

Year Production Part Production Company Director

2026 Big Girls Don't Cry Diggy POP Film Paloma
Schneideman

2024 Matewa Media and Walt Disney
Animation Studios Bruno ( Lead ) Encanto Tweedie Waititi

2022 Muru Rusty ( Lead ) Jawbone Pictures Te Arepa Kahi
2020 Savage Red Domino Films Sam Kelly

SHORT FILM

Year Production Part Production Company Director

2016 My Brother Mitchell Todd Karehana (
Lead ) Jump Film & TV LTD Todd Karehana

TELEVISION

Year Production Part Production Company Director
2026 Baddies Fish Brown Sugar Apple Grunt Johnny Barker

2024 Untold Tales of Tūteremoana Tamatea Tūteremoana Productions
Limited Hiona Henare

2024 Kōkā Harry Awa Films Limited Kath Akuhata-
Brown

2024 The Gone Season 1 & 2 Ginge Southern Light Films Peter Burger,
Hannah Quinn

2024 Shortland Street Kane Tapsell ( Guest
) South Pacific Pictures

2023 Kairākau Season 2 Tarakawateipu - Old
( Guest ) Velvet Stone Media Julian Arahanga

THEATRE

Year Production Part Production Company Director
2020 Little Black Bitch Rangi ( Lead ) Tuatara Collective Jason Te Mete

PRESENTING-EVENTS

Year Production Part Production Company Director

2024 Hawaii FestPAC 2024 NZ Youth
Ambassador FestPAC

TRAINING

Year Production Part Production Company Director

2020 SGCNZ Young Shakespeare
Company

Shakespeare Globe Theatre
Group

  Skills

Accent
    American - Urban | Māori | Pacific Islander
Dancing
     General movement | Break Dancing | Hip Hop | Maori
Driving



     Go-karting
Horse
    Horse riding
Language
     Te Reo Māori
Māori
    Kapa Haka | Kapa Haka - Māori Weaponary
Singing
    Pop
Sports
     Volleyball | Basketball | Boxing | Kapa Haka | Rugby Union | Running/Jogging | Ten Pin Bowling | Touch
Football
Water Sports
    Body Surfing | Kayaking | Snorkelling | Swimming | Waka Ama

Contact
e. tanya@tmh.management

m. +64 27 968 5424


